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k-,  Bamfield  Crescent, 
EXETER. 

December,  1945. 


To  the  Chaiman,  Aldermen  and 

Members  of  the  Devon  County  Comcil. 


MR.  CHAIRMAN,  MI  LORDS, 

LADIES  and  GENTIEM, 

I I have  the  honour  to  present  my  sixteenth  Annual  Report 
upon  the  Public  Health  of  the  County  of  Devon. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  whole  of  the  war  period 
will,  in  accordance  vjith  instructions  of  the  I'iinistry  of  Health, 
be  dealt  with  in  a combined  report  after  the  war.  The  following 
statistics  vdiich  have  been  prepared  for  1944  are  again  very  sat- 
isfactory. 


1944 

1943 

1942 

Birth  Rate 

i6.4 

14.2 

13.6 

Death  Rate  (aH  causes) 

14.5 

14.4 

13.3 

Maternal  Death  Rate 

2.4 

1.8 

3.0 

Infantile  Mortality 

58.8 

39.7 

38.4 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 

0.47 

0.50 

0.56 

Cancer 

2.1 

2.2 

1.9 

I again  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  apprec- 
iation of  the  loyal  co-operation  and  work  of  all  members  of  my 
staff. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  MEREDITH  DAVIES, 


COUNTY  MEDICAL  OEPICER. 
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STAFF  OP  THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT 


There  have  hoen  no  changes  in  the  permanent  medical  staff  during  the 
prcvlo\:is  four  years. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  shows  Ihe  number  of  notifications  and  deaths  from 
the  more  common  infectious  diseases,  compared  with  those  for  the  previous 
year. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  campaigns  have  been  actively  pursued  by  many 
of  the  local  authorities. 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enter 

Feve 

IC 

r 

* Pneumonia 

Cerebro- 

spinal 

Fever 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis  i 
Polio -encephalitis 

Cases 

Dths 

Cases 

Dths 

Cases 

Dths 

Cases 

Dths 

Cases 

Dths 

Cases  Dths 

1944 

557 

3 

108 

3 

29 

2 

274 

223 

28 

6 

23 

2 

1943 

466 

2 

132 

4 

25 

1 

267 

233 

13 

4 

1 

1 

1942 

401 

1 

333 

20 

47 

3 

239 

223 

25 

4 

5 

1 

1941 

836 

4 

611 

41 

58 

2 

391 

317 

64 

18 

10 

1 

1940 

863 

4 

559 

41 

69 

3 

317 

358 

85 

15 

6 

2 

* Deaths  include  non-notifi able  forms  of  pneumonia. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  number  of  primary  notifications  during  the  year  was  552,  compared 
with  602  in  1943.  The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Residential  Treatment 
was  424  compared  with  456  admitted  in  1943.  There  virere  271  patients  in 
residence  on  the  1st  Januaiy  1944  and  259  residence  on  the  3lst  December 
19A4. 

During  the  year  62  patients  suffering  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  treated  at  various  institutions  not  belonging  to  the  County  Council. 

Grants  of  extra  nourishment,  etc.  were  made  as  follows: - 

(1)  Extra  nourishment  - 446  grants  at  4/-  per  v/eek, 

(2)  Dentistry  - 4 grants, 

(3)  Surgical  appliances,  in  addition  to  appliances  recommended  and 
supplied  by  the  Devonian  Association  for  Cripples  Aid  - 2 grants, 

(4)  Nursing  - 3 grants, 

(5)  Pares  - 11  grants. 

Memo.  266/r. 

This  memorandum  issued  by  th3  Ministry  of  Health  in  1943  provided  for 
the  granting  of  aU.owances  to  patients  and  their  dependants.  Suitable 
cases  are  recommended  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  and  the  patients  must 
agree  to  carry  out  the  treatment  recommended.  The  scheme  came  into  op- 
eration in  this  County  in  September  1943.  During  the  six  months  ending 
3lst  I^Iarch  1944  the  s-um  of  £4,117.12.6  was  paid  in  grants.  Prom  the  1st 
January,  1944,  to  31  "t  December,  1944,  I86  new  applications  were  received. 
Dm'ing  this  same  period  the  total  number  of  patients  who  received  grants 
was  249.  Allowances  made  under  this  scheme  are  subject  IOOJ0  Government 
Grant. 
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During  the  year  the  follovdng  jatientv^  from  the  Administrative  County, 
excluding  North  Devon,  were  examined  hy  the  County  Radiographer  - 10.131. 

Table  1 shows  the  niraber  of  Pulmonary  and  Non-pulmonary  Tiiberculosis 
patients  and  Table  2 classifies  these  patients  according  to  sox  and  age;- 


TABLE  I 


Mid- Devon 

AND 

IVYBANK 

South  Devon 

Hawkmoor 

Orthopaedic 
hospital  & 
other  Clinics 

Total 

PU.M0NARY 

2763 

3496 

3713 

9972 

Non-pulmonary 

33 

27 

32 

67 

159 

Total 

2796 

3523 

3745 

67 

10131 

TABLE  2 

Ml D- Devon 

Orthopaedic 

AND 

South  Devon 

Hawkmoor 

hospital  & 

Total 

IVYBANK 

other  CLIN  ICS 

Males 

1530 

1701 

1933 

21 

5185 

Females 

923 

i224 

1789 

10 

3946 

Children 

515 

598 

23 

36 

1000 

Total 

2796 

3523 

3745 

67 

10131 

TABLE 

3 

Ml  D- Dev ON 

Orthopaedic 

AND 

South  Devon 

Hawkmoor 

hospital  & 

Total 

IVYBANK 

other  Clinics 

Screenings 

1184 

1357 

2383 

4918 

Films 

1612 

2172 

1362 

67 

5213 

Total 

2796 

3523 

3745 

67 

10131 

HAWKMOOR  SANATORIUM 

Work  has  continued  uninterrupted  throughout  the  year.  The  E.M.S. 
beds  mentioned  in  previous  reports  remain  unoccupied.  The  main  difference 
from  previous  years  has  been  the  exceptional  call  on  the  sanatorium  beds 
ov/ing  to  the  needs  of  the  times.  This  has  been  met  in  part  by  continuing 
to  use  the  Recreation  Halls  on  the  New  Blocks  as  temporary  T/ards.  Work 
has  commenced  on  the  New  Buildings  which  will  provide  an  extra  70  beds. 

The  subjoined  tables  present  in  concise  form  the  number  of  patients 
and  types  of  case,  together  with  the  treatment  ^ven.  It  v/ill  be  noted 
that  the  proportion  of  T.E.+  patients  is  higher  this  year.  This  is  be- 
cause it  was  decided  in  consultation  with  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  that 
preference  should  be  given  to  positive  cases,  other  circumstances  being 


equal. 

Total  nxrraber  of  beds  a\'adlable  156 

Total  number  of  patients  admitted 26l 

" " " " discharged  or  who  died  ....  262 

Number  of  patient  days  56,653 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied 155 
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Ago  Classification  on  Admission 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  5 years 

- 

2 

2 

" 15  " 

11 

9 

20 

" 25  " 

43 

55 

98 

" 35  " 

34 

41 

75 

" 45  " 

25 

14 

39 

II  It 

13 

4 

17 

It  ^5  It 

7 

1 

8 

Over  65  " 

Disease  Classification  on 

Admission 

2 

135 

126 

2 

261 

Pulmonary  only 

Males 

Females 

Children 

Total 

, Observation 

5 

6 

2 

13 

Class  T.B.  Iviinus 
Class  T.B.  Plus 

18 

32 

8 

58 

Group  1 

14 

15 

1 

30 

" 2 

23 

23 

- 

46 

" 3 

61 

35 

4 

100 

N on-Pulmonary 

Bones  a Joints 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Abdominal 

- 

1 

— 

Other  Organs 

2 

2 

— 

4 

Glands 

1 

1 

7 

9 

Year  of  Discharge 

1 

Untraced 

1 1 

2 

3 1 

Died 

Total  | 

Grand 

totals 

1929.  T.B.  - 

7 

45 

15 

2 

12 

81 

T.B.  + 1 

4 

6 

10 

10 

30 

T.B.  + 2 

2 

3 

1 

26 

32 

T.B.  + 3 

- 

- 

j 

5 

5 

148 

1930.  T.B.  - 

10 

31 

15 

1 

6 

13 

75 

T.B.  + I 

5 

5 

7 

1 

9 

27 

T.B.  + 2 

4 

1 

32 

37 

T.B.  + 3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

143 

1931.  T.B.  - 

10 

45 

20 

5 

10 

90 

T.B.  + 1 

•« 

3 

5 

1 

5 

14 

T.B.  + 2 

3 

4 

1 

24 

32 

T.B.  + 3 

- 

- 

1 

10 

1 1 

147 

1932.  T.B.  - 

8 

42 

25 

4 

13 

92 

T.B.  + 1 

1 

— 

4 

- 

3 

8 

T.B.  + 2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

33 

T.B.  + 3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

10 

143 

1933.  T.B.  - 

6 

18 

29 

5 

9 

67 

T.B.  + 1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

3 

12 

T.B.  + 2 

7 

3 

7 

27 

44 

T.B.  + 3 

- 

2 

1 

4 

7 

130 

1934.  T.B.  - 

6 

30 

34 

1 

4 

f 

80 

T.B.  + 1 

... 

- 

- 

1 

1 

T.B.  + 2 

1 

2 

10 

5 

21 

39 

T.B.  + 3 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

122 

1935.  T.B.  - 

1 

12 

42 

31 

4 

5 

94 

T.B.  + 1 

“ 

2 

- 

- 

2 

T.B.  + 2 

3 

j 1 

14 

1 

13 

32 

T.B.  + 3 

! - 

i 

1 3 

j 

2 

5 

10 

1 

138 

4 


Pulmonary  TuBERcutosts 


1936,  T.B.  - 

1 

20 

33 

1 

9 

64 

T.B.  + 1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

T.B.  + 2 

2 

1 

16 

5 

9 

33 

T.B.  + 3 

- 

- 

8 

9 

13 

30 

129 

1937.  T.B.  - 

8 

10 

31 

3 

4 

64 

T.B.  + 1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

T.B.  + 2 

3 

- 

7 

7 

3 

20 

T.B.  + 3 

? 

1 

- 

4 

11 

18 

34 

121 

1938.  T.B.  - 

5 

24 

44 

1 

5 

79 

T.B.  + 1 

1 

1 

4 

•. 

— 

6 

T.B.  + 2 

3 

1 

10 

8 

2 

24 

T.B.  + 3 

1 

1 

2 

12 

16 

32 

141 

1939.  T.B.  - 

4 

7 

67 

5 

4 

87 

T.B.  + j 

- 

1 

7 

1 

1 

10 

T.B.  + 2 

3 

1 

7 

10 

7 

28 

T.B.  + 3 

3 

1 

6 

20 

25 

55 

180 

1940.  T.B.  - 

5 

18 

51 

2 

3 

79 

T.B.  + 1 

1 

1 

3 

5 

10 

T.B.  + 2 

11 

30 

3 

44 

T.B.  + 3 

2 

- 

1 

13 

9 

25 

158 

1941.  T.B.  - 

10 

7 

52 

6 

9 

84 

T.B.  + I 

- 

- 

9 

•• 

... 

9 

T.B.  +2 

3 

- 

29 

7 

3 

42 

T.B,  + 3 

3 

- 

3 

11 

10 

27 

162 

1942.  T.B.  - 

3 

1 

55 

7 

3 

69 

T.B.  + 1 

- 

10 

2 

12 

T.B.  + 2 

2 

.. 

29 

7 

2 

40 

T.B.  + 3 

4 

- 

3 

21 

9 

37 

158 

1943.  T.B.  - 

1 

64 

3 

2 

69 

T.B.  + 1 

1 

- 

M 

2 

> 

16 

T.B.  + 2 

1 

1 

- 

20 

1 1 

2 

33 

I 

• 

CD 

• 

' + 

CM 

1 

-• 

- 

34 

5 

39 

157 

TOTALS 

.’62 

379 

852 

304 

480 

2177 

2177 

RETURN  SHOWING  THE  hmCOIATE  RESULTS  OF  PATIENTS  DISCHARGED 


Classification 

ON 

ADMISSION 

Condition  at 

THE  TIME  of 

Dl SCHARGE 

Duration  of  residential 

TREATMENT 

IN 

THE 

INSTITUTION 

UNDER 

28  DAYS 

under 

3 MONTHS 

3 TO  6 

MONTHS 

6 TO  12 
MONTHS 

OVER  12 
MONTHS 

Totals 

u 

F C 

.M 

F C. 

M 

F 

C 

M F 

C 

U 

F 

C 

Class 

Quiescent 

T.B. 

Not  quiescent 

- 

1 - 

2 

1 3 

6 

17 

3 

19  19 

3 

2 

6 

1 

Minus 

Died 

Class 

Quiescent 

T.B.  + 

NOT  quiescent 

« - 

1 

1 - 

3 

5 

1 

7 b 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Group  1 

Died 

Class 

Quiescent 

T.B.  + 

Not  quiescent 

1 

2 - 

1 

1 - 

7 

2 

- 

13  10 

- 

5 

2 

- 

GROUP  2 

Died 

1 

- 

- 

Class 

Quiescent 

T.B.  + 

Not  quiescent 

2 

..  .. 

5 

2 « 

16 

2 

- 

7 10 

1 

5 

b 

- 

Group  3 

Died 

3 

3 .. 

6 

3 

3 

3 

- 

- 2 

- 

3 

3 

- 

TOT.'aLS 

6 

6 

13 

8 3 

35 

29 

4 

46  46 

4 

18 

16 

1 

235 

5 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Bones 

AND 

Joints 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 
Died 

AdOOM I NAL 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 
Died 

Other 

Organs 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 
Died 

I - - 
- 1 - 

- I - 

Peripheral 

Glands 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 
Died 

1 1 - 

- 1 5 

TOTALS 

1 1 - 

1 1 - 

- 2 5 

_ _ _ 

- _ _ 

II 

Althou^  trace  has  been  lost  of  more  patients,  it  is  still  only  about 
7/d  of  the  total  follow-up,  and  this  is  spite  of  the  fact  that  many  of  our 
evacuee  patients  have  left  the  county. 

Artificial  p eumothorax  was  attempted  in  96  cases,  of  which  80  cases 
were  successful  and  i6  unsuccessful.  In  addition  to  this  26  patients 
were  admitted  v/hose  pneumothorax  had  been  induced  elsewhere.  Artific- 
ial pneumoperitoneum  has  continued  to  find  a limited  place  in  the  general 
therapeutic  scheme,  and  8 cases  v/ere  induced  during  the  year.  The  total 
refills  given  during  the  year  amounted  to  2,5^7. 

The  out-patient  clinic  continues  to  do  useful  work, with  consultations 
and  refills  for  patients  who  live  in  the  neighbourhood. 

3 patients  had  ultra  violet  ray,  and  12  infra  red  ray  therapy/. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  surgical  work  performed. 


Phrenic  nerve  operations  60 

Thoracoscopy  and  cauterization  of  adhesions 5h- 

Mnor  operations 11 

Thoracoscopy  9 

Removal  of  T.B.  glands  7 

Rib  resection  and  drainage  of  empyema 4 

Thoracotomy  and  cauterization  of  adhesions 3 

Thoracoplasty  3 

T.B.  rib  resection  3 

Fistula  in  ano 2 

Extra  pleural  pneumothorax 1 

Cystoscopy  1 

Peritoneoscopy 1 

Pre-sacral  neurectomy 1 

Nephrectomy 1 


X-RAIS 

There  wore  2,668  screenings  made,  and  848  films  taken,  of  which  788 
wore  plain  chest,  8 bronchograms  and  pleurograms,  12  orthopaedic,  and  40 
mis  ce  llane  ous . 

HENTAL  TEEATI.ENT 

As  in  former  years  dental  treatment  has  continued  to  play  an  import- 
ant part  in  the  general  therapeutic  scheme.  427  attendances  were  made  by 
patients,  and  analysis  of  the  treatment  given  is  as  follows:-  105  fill- 
ings, 167  extractions,  84  scalolngs  etc.  , 4 dentures  supplied  and  2 den- 
tures repaired. 

The  County  Council  oculist  and  psychologist  have  visited  when  re- 
quested. 
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CCUOTY  LABORATORY 


During  the  year  24>319 

specimen 

were  examined. 

ROUTINE  EXAMINATIONS 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

TOTALS 

Diphtheria  sv/abs 

336 

4298 

4634 

Sputum  (T.B.) 

477 

1645 

2122 

Ringworm 

45 

59 

104 

Enteric  fever  (lYidal) 

131  sera  were  examined 

6991 

i'lILK  - 


- CIEANUNESS 

Ordinary 

Passed 

282 

Failed 

201 

Total 

483 

iYccredited 

538 

311 

849 

T.T. 

509 

142 

651 

pasteiirised 

42 

18 

60 

School  Milk 

146  ' 

57 

203 

P.A.  Institutions 

59 

50 

109 

P.H.  '» 

6 

7 

13 

- TUBERCULOSIS 

Positive  Negative 

Inconclusive  Total 

Bulk  Samples 

6 

171 

4 

181 

Min.  of  Agric. 

4 

54 

3 

61 

10 

225 

7 

242 

2368 


242 


MILK  - MCROSCOPICAL  EXAlvIIN/iTIONS 

During  the  year  39  samples  were  submitted. 

By  veterinary  surgeons 32 

By  sanitary  inspectors  4 

By  agricultural  advisers  ...  3 39 


Y/ATER 

During  the  year  IO63  sajnplcs  from  piablic  supplies  \vere  examined. 


Satisfactory  487 

Doubtful  57 

Unsat  isf act oiy 305 

E.P.H.L.S 185 

D . U. A. E.G.  ................  14 

Metals  only 10 

Others  5 


VEMERE;Jj  DISBiiSES 


Uassermann  tests 3208 

Gonococci  (micro)  1197 

G.C.P.T 1101 

Spirochaetes  11 


1063 


5517 


(SNERiYL  BACTERIOLOGY 

General  Bacteriology  (including  for  Tubercle  Bacilli) 


Faeces  5 

Urine 112 

Pleural  fluid 15 

Pus 40 

C.S.P 18 

Gastric  fluid 3 

Sputum  1 

Enteric  Fevers  Faeces 1157 

U rine  386 

"Water 1 1 

Milk 15 

Blood  cult  7 

Seawater 2 


194 


1578 
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Haemolytic  Streptococci  (SvralDs)  5726 


Various  Specimens 


Biological  tests  . . . . 

..  35 

Virulence  teats 

..  25 

Urino-supe  rannua t i on 

..  29 

Blood  films  

..  42 

Gland-ular  fever 

G.  C.  cultures 

Poodstuffs  

..166 

Churn  washings  

Section 

-. . 1 

V/ater 

,. . 2 

Various  swabs  ....... 

. . 29 

601 

Total  all  specimens  examined  during  1944 

24,319 

IvIAnURHITY  AND  CHILD  TOLPARE 


Notification  of  Births.  The  following  births  were  notified  during 
1944  a-s  compared  with  194-3.  (These  do  not  correspond  with  the  number  of 
births  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General). 


Notified  by  Medical  Practitioners 
Notified  by  Mid\’7ives 

Reported  by  Registrars  as  non -notified 


Infant  Mortality  Rato  - 38.8. 


1 944  1943 

11 89  953 

5151  4765 

201  240 

6541  5958 


Stillbirths.  There  were  118  notified  during  the  year  compared  v/ith 
175  cases  in  1943. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  During  the  year  7 cases  were  notified  com- 
pared vri-th  12  cases  in  1943. 

The  Non-medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives  investigated  6 cases  and  re- 
ported as  f ollov/s:  - 


Treated  at  home  .....  3 Treated  in  hospital  . . 3 

Vision  lonimpaired  ...  6 Vision  impaired 0 


Total  Blindness  - 0. 


Maternal  Mortality  - Rate  for  the  year  - 2,4. 

puerperal  4 Post.  Abort.  Sepsis  - 0.49. 

Other  causes  - 1.9. 

During  the  year  15  cases  were  investigated  where  the  certificate  in- 
dicated that  the  fatalities  were  associated  with  pregnancy  & parturition. 


AiNiJZSIS  OP  IvL'iTERNiiL  DE.'ZTHS  NOTIPIED  TO  MBDICliL  DEPARTlvEM? 


Principal  Causes  of  Death 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

1. 

Toxaemia 

4 

- 

4 

2. 

Haemorrhage 

3 

- 

3 

2a. 

Toxaemia  combined  with 

haemorrhage 

3. 

Shock  or  exhaustion  due 

to 

prolonged  labour 

4. 

Sepsis 

2 

- 

2 

5. 

Other  causes 

6 

- 

6 

6. 

iill  causes 

15 

- 

15 

Ijialysis  of  Ago  of  Mother 

25-30 4 

30  - 35  5 

35  - 40  6 

40-45 - 

45  - 50  - 
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Analysis  of  Prevent ability 

Death  might  have  been  prevented  by: 


Better  antenatal  supervision  2 

Better  obstetric  facilities  at  delivery  ..  - 

Specialist  facilities  in  hospital  - 

Intelligent  co-operation  of  patient  1 


Puerperal  Pyrexia.  During  the  year  52  cases  vrere  notified  includ- 
ing the  Borough  of  Torquay.  The  Inspector  of  Midv/ives  investigated  24 
cases  (excluding  Torquay). 

Ante  and  Post-natal  Clinics; 

Paignton.  During  the  year  there  were  44  sessions  at  which 
288  attendances  were  made. 

Barnstaple . During  the  year  there  were  39  sessions  at  which 
629  attendances  vvere  made. 

Ilfracombe.  During  the  year  there  were  46  sessions  at  which 
646  attendances  were  made. 

Newton  Abbot.  During  the  year  there  wore  57  sessions  at  which 
820  attendances  were  made. 

Antenatal  and  Postnatal  Examinations  (General  P3ractitionor  Scheme). 
1958  applications  for  payment  of  fees  were  received  (as  compaLied  V7ith 
1773  in  1943).  Of  this  number  II31  were  for  both  ante  and  post  natal 
examinations. 

Consultants  Scheme.  There  were  237  applications  as  compared  v/ith 
215  in  1943.  Of  this  number  62  received  X-ray  examinations. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Maternity  Care.  1198  applications  were 
approved  as  compared  v/ith  974  in  1943* 

Home  Helps.  121  applications  vrere  appixDved  as  compared  v/ith  212 
in  1943. 

lilatomity  Outfits.  410  outfits  were  supplied  during  the  year  as 
compared  v/ith  403  in  1943*  Of  this  number  38  were  supplied  free  of 


charge . 

Supervision  of  Midwives.  547  visits  (520  ii  1943)  were  paid  to  328 
midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  practise  during  1944. 

Notifications  under  Rules  of  Central  Iviidwives  Board 

Requisitions  for  medical  aid 1478 

Stillbirths  24 

Laying  out  a dead  body 24 

Contact  v/ith  infection 22 

Death  of  mother  or  child 17 

Artificial  feeding  125 

Fees  to  Medi  cal  Practitioners  called  in  by  IvLldwives.  1110  claims 
were  passed  for  payment. 


Health  Visiting.  During  the  year  Health  Visitors  paid  the  follow- 


ing -visits : - 

To  expec'bant  mothers  3912 

Children  under  1 year  ^ first  visits)  76o6 

do.  (re--visits)  24525 

Children  1 to  5 years 30573 

Boarded-out  children  13^5 

Tuberculosis  cases  984 


County  Ivlatemity  Home,  Rivorsdale,  Ilfracombe,  This  Home  was  taken 
over  by  the  County  Council  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  December  1943. 
In  September  1944  the  number  of  lying-in  beds  was  increased  from  11  to 
16.  During  the  year  176  live  births  took  place  in  the  Homo.  There 
were  no  still-births. 

Long  Orchard  Emergency  Maternity  Home  and  The  Grove  Antenatal  Hostel 
Sidmouth.  This  Emergency  mate  mi ‘ty  unit  was  established  in  September 
1944  on  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  for  the  reception  of 
evacuated  women. 
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Care  of  unn<arried  raothers  and  illegitimate  children.  Arrangements 
have  heen  made  for  lonnarried  mothers  and  illegitimate  children  to  he  dealt 
v.dth  on  the  linos  suggested  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2866.  The 
four  County  'Welfare  Officers  combine  this  work  with  their  other  duties, 
and  the  Diocesan  and  Moral  Welfare  Workers  in  the  County  also  co-operate. 

Care  of  premature  Infants.  The  "notification  of  hirth"  card  now  in 
use  in  the  County  indicates  the  hirth  vreight  of  a child  if  this  is  less 
than  Two  sets  of  premature  hahy  equipment  have  heen  obtained  for 

issue  on  loan  v/hen  required.  AH  notifications  of  premature  births  are 
specially  follov;ed  up  by  Health  Visitors, 

Promotion  of  cleanliness  and  good  habits  and  the  elimination  of  ver- 
minous conditions.  Special  attention  is  given  by  Health  Visitors  to  these 
matters  both  at  welfare  centres  and  domiciliary  visits. 

Liatemity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres.  At  6i  Welfare  Centres  in  the 
County  2097  sessions  were  hold  and  the  following  attendances  V7cre  made*. - 


Mothers  present  66241 

Infants  present  46064 

Children  i - 5 2451 4 


GOVEPMvENT  EVACUATION  SCHElvQS 

Arrangements  were  made  to  admit  357  expectant  mothers  to  hospitals 
and  nursing  homos  In  the  County. 

ConsHtants.  2 applications  were  approved. 

Homo  Helps.  No  aioplications  vrcre  received. 

52  clairas  vrere  received  from  Medical  Practitioners  in  respect  cf  fees 
under  the  Midv/ives  Acts  (Emorgoncy  Midwifery  Services). 

Welfare  Centres.  The  follovdng  attendances  were  made;- 


Mothers  present  3096  ) 

Infants  present 2088  ) Off icial  Evacuees 

Children  1 - 5 1475  ) 


CHIID  LIEE  PROTECTION 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 
(part  j7j  Sections  206-220) 

In  the  administrative  County  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  werc 
157  children  boarded  out  in  accordance  with  the  above  Act,  and  121  regis- 
tered foster  parents.'  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  yrore  252  children  and 
154  foster  parents  on  the  list. 

The  follovnng  notifications  were  received  from  foster  mothers  during 
the  year:  - 

4 children  were  legally  adopted 
64  children  were  removed  to  their  parents 

7 children  v/ero  removed  to  other  foster  mothers 

2 children  attained  the  age  of  nine  years 

3 children  were  removed  to  hospital. 

During  the  year  it  was  not  necessary  to  compulsorily  remove  ary  child- 
ren from  their  foster  mothers. 

The  Health  Visitors  who  are  Inspectors  under  the  Act  paid  1365  visits 
of  inspection. 


ADOPTION  OP  CHILDREN  (Regulation)  ACT,  1939 

Pour  notifications  were  received  imder  Section  7(3)  during  the  year. 
Children  under  supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year  - 3. 

MEOTAL  HEALTH  (MENTAL  DEPICIENCl) 

During  1944»  54  new  cases  were  notified  to  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Ccmrnittec  as  requiring  action  to  be  taken  under  the  Acts  such  as  Instit- 
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utional  care  or  Statutory  Supervision  and  orders  for  Institutions  or 
Guardianship  were  made  in  36  of  those  cases. 

The  number  of  new  cases  examined  is  veiy  much  larger  than  this,  but 
in  the  present  state  of  shortage  of  Institutional  beds  cases  are  notified 
for  admission  only  when  very  urgent  and  for  many  of  the  others  home  visit- 
ing, hone  teaching.  Occupation  Centres  (at  Torquay  and  Barnstaple)  and 
other  alternative  r.icthods  of  supervision  and  treatment  are  adopted. 

The  attitude  towards  the  care  of  the  mentally  defective  is  changing 
and  the  aim  is  earning  to  be  regarded  loss  as  a sharp  segregation  from  the 
coriTmunity  and  more  and  more  in  all  but  the  lowest  grades  as  a graduated 
scheme  of  training  progressing  in  stages  from  the  Institution  to  the  out- 
side ’world. 

In  the  County  this  aim  is  being  achieved  in  various  ways  - In  the 
Institutions  increased  privileges  and  freedom  are  allowed,  for  example, 
payment  of  wages  and  pocket  money  up  to  5/-  a week,  walks  on  parole,  visits 
to  cinemas  and  friends,  shopping  in  the  town. 

In  addition,  the  scheme  of  daily  licence  to  outside  work  has  been 
adopted  in  the  adult  Institutions,  so  that  a number  of  the  best  patients 
are  placed  in  selected  local  situations,  dmestic,  shops,  British  res- 
taurants, farming  etc.  according  to  their  aptitude.  This  provides  a 
useful  stepping  stone  to  the  ultimate  aim  of  the  full  licence  and  is  also 
a great  incentive  to  the  other  patients  under  training. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  wore  18  cases  in  the  County  under 
Guardianship  and  l8i  cases  in  the  County  on  resident  licence  from  Insti- 
tutions, many  of  these  in  paid  employraent. 

The  Devon  Voluintary  i\ssociation  for  Mental  Welfare  carries  out  the 
necessary  supervision  of  these  cases  in  an  admirable  manner,  including 
as  it  does  frequent  visits  to  homes  and  places  of  emxDloyment  all  over  the 
County  and  the  supervision  of  all  the  activities  of  these  patients,  in- 
cluding the  way  in  which  their  leisure  time  is  spent,  the  buying  of 
clothes  and  their  Savings  accounts  in  v/hich  they  receive  excellent  super- 
vision and  tro.ining.  All  this  is  directed  at  the  aim  of  ultimate  dis- 
charge from  the  Acts,  vjhich  is  achieved  in  a nuniber  of  cases  who  succeed 
in  becoming  entirely  stable  and  self  sui^porting. 

The  nui^iber  of  Devon  cases  in  various  Institutions  was  as  follows,  in 
De  combe  r 1 344 : *• 


Institution  Males  Females  Total 


R,  V4  C. I , Starcross 

Box  House 

'Jo stern  Lodge 

Stoke  Lyne 

Franklyn 

D.  & E,  Hano 

Rampton  State  Institution 
Moss  Side  State  Institution 
Princess  C.  P.  Colony 
Mount  Tabor,  B ’stoke 
Stapleton 
Stoke  Park  Colony 
St.  Maiy’s  Home,  Alton 
Guardianship  (D.V.A.) 
Licence  from  Institutions 
and  Guardianship 


187 

156 

343 

134 

- 

134 

- 

101 

101 

25 

3 

28 

9 

28 

37 

46 

46 

7 

11 

18 

2 

1 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

3 

3 

7 

11 

18 

86 

98 

184 

457  465  922 


Permissive  "Raleigh  House"  - 3 3 

" "Elizabeth  Barclay"  - 3 3 

" Leave  of  Absence  - 1 1 


457  472  929 


11 


Box  House,  Azminster,  (training  institution  for  males  over  16.  As 
a vra.rtime  measure,  the  increased  number  of  M/[  has  been  maintained.  13 
patients  are  out  on  resident  licence,  12  patients  are  out  on  daily  lic- 
ence. Over  three-quarters  of  the  patients  in  the  Institution  are  em- 
ployed in  the  various  departments,  tailoring,  carpentry,  boot -re pairing, 
gardening.  ALl  these  departments  show  an  excellent  tirmover.  Football 
and  scouting  are  pcpular  pastimes  and  a nuribcr  of  matches  have  been  played 
with  outside  teams.  Enquiries  tov;ards  obtaining  more  land  for  extension 
of  the  gaitien  and  to  accommodate  livestock  and  the  provision  of  an  assem- 
bly hall,  arc  being  pursued.  The  staff  position  has  been  well  main- 
tained - no  doubt  the  fact  that  most  of  the  staff  live  in  houses  erected 
by  the  Comty  Coi-incil  has  a stablising  effect. 

V/estem  Lodge,  Credit  on,  (training  institution  for  adult  women). 
There  have  during  the  year  been  some  difficulties  re  staffing,  but  the 
Institution  has  kept  its  niombers  up  steadily.  The  facilities  for  train- 
ing of  medium  and  high  grade  patients  are  excellent  and  varied,  so  that 
an  effort  is  being  made  to  maintain  this  Institution  for  this  type  of 
trainable  patient,  and  so  far  as  possible,  low  grade , he  Ip  less  and  senile 
patients  are  being  admitted  elsewhere.  The  laundry  and  handicrafts  de- 
partments are  very  active  (the  laiuidry  dealing  with  the  laundry  of  five 
County  Institutions).  Here  again  daily  licence  is  being  increased.  15 
to  20  are  no?/  out  daily  and  the  services  of  the  v/omen  are  much  in  demand 
locally.  Excellent  reports  are  consistently  received  from  the  Board  of 
Control  Inspectors  vd-th  regard  to  the  general  conduct  of  the  Institution, 
It  is  hoped  that  both  a Hostel  in  Crediton  for  patients  out  on  daily 
licence  and  a seaside  holiday  home  vd.ll  be  established  when  wartime  dif- 
ficulties allow. 

Stoke  Lyne , Exmouth,  (boys  up  to  l6  who  are  ineducable  in  ordinary 
or  Special  Schools).  The  v/ork  has  been  hampered  to  sane  extent  by 
staffing  shortage  including  the  absence  of  the  school  teacher  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  but  it  is  hoped  to  make  a new  appointment  early  in  19^5. 
Nevertheless,  the  boys  have  been  v/ell  occupied  and  a sale  of  their  hand- 
work realised  the  sura  of  £107?  which  is  remarkably  high  considering  the 
grade  of  boy  here.  Some  urgently  needed  renovations  have  been  carried 
out  and  there  is  further  work  which  needs  to  bo  done. 

Negotiations  are  now  completed  for  the  transfer  to  "the  administration 
of  the  County  Council  of  FEIANKLYN  HOlvE , EXETER,  in  January  1945.  This 
home,  which  is  xoniquc  of  its  kind,  caters  only  for  helpless  defective 
children  (50  in  number)  and  17  high  grade  female  patients  are  trained 
there  in  addition.  It  has  been  presented  as  a gift  to  the  Comty  Coun- 
cil by  the  Exeter  Diocesan  Committee,  who  are  the  Trustees  of  the  Homo, 
and  has  excellent  premises  and  grounds.  In  the  past  cases  have  boon 
drawn  from  all  over  the  Country  and  it  is  anticipated  that,  while  some 
out-county  patients  can  continue  to  be  admitted,  most  of  the  beds  will 
in  futiire  be  used  for  Devon  cases. 

Court  and  Prison  Cases.  The  County  psychiatrist  sees  all  cases  in 
Exeter  prison  in  whom  mental  abnormality  is  suspected.  These  are  drawn 
from  five  counties  and  the  numbers  Involved  are  becoming  considerable  and 
as  attendance  at  the  Court  to  give  evidence  is  frequently  required  in 
addition,  this  work  is  making  heavy  demands  on  the  psychiatrist’s  time. 
However,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  the  increasing  tendency  to  remand 
doubtful  cases  for  mental  examination  and  the  Courts  frequently  express 
satisfaction  at  the  assistance  given  in  the  appropriate  disposal  and 
treatment  of  cases.  TiThcre  prisoners  are  found  to  bo  mentally  defective 
or  insane , the  necessaiy  action  is  taken,  but  in  the  cases  who  do  not 
fall  into  the  above  categories  but  who  require  ji^chological  guidance  and 
treatment,  facilities  are  often  difficult  to  find. 

Consultations  v/ith  General  Practitioners  in  regard  to  psychiatric 
cases,  often  apart  from  Mental  Deficiency,  is  another  side  of  the  work 
which  continues  to  expand. 


12 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 


Arrangements  were  continu.cd  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of 
patients  suffering  from  venereal  diseases  at  the  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter 
Hospital,  Torhay  Hospital,  North  Devon  Infirmary  (Annexe),  Barnstaple, 
and  the  City  Hospital,  Plymouth,  Female  in-patients  are  also  sent  to 
St,  Hary’s  Home,  Exeter,  for  ohservation  and  treatment.  In  October  ar- 
rangements v/ore  made  for  an  addxtional  session  at  Torbay,  and  consider- 
ation is  being  given  to  arrcaigirg  sessions  at  other  Centres. 

The  total  number  of  nev  County  cases  attending  for  out-patient 
treatment  at  the  Centres  during  was  652  compared  vvith  5'19  in  194-3. 
39  nevr  in-patients  received  treatment  compared  v/lth  36  for  194-3. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1944  the  naires  of  44  medical  practitioners  had  been 
placed  on  the  list  cf  those  qualified  to  administer  salvarsan  substitutes, 
and  149  supplies  were  sent  out  during  the  year  compared  with  234  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  total  nujiberof  specimens  exarained  during  the  year  at  the  County 
Laboratory  v/as  5517  compared  v/ith  4,l8l  in  1943. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  repay  the  sum  of  £94.  9.  11(i  to  patients 
for  expenses  incurred  In  travelling  to  the  nearest  clinics,  compared  with 
£114.1.2^  in  1943  and  £34.2.0  in  1942. 

The  following  table  shov/s  the  number  of  persons  vdio  attended  for  the 
first  time,  and  the  total  number  of  attendances  of  all  persons  at  the 
clinics  duing  the  years  1942  to  1944:- 


1.  Nunber  dealt  with  at  or  in 

1942 

1943 

1944 

connection  with  the  out-patient 
clinics  for  the  first  t ime 

346 

518 

652 

2,  Total  attendances  of  all 
persons  residing  in  the 
adjuinistrati'^/e  County  ... 

10,631 

12,168 

10,810 

General  practitioner  V.D,  Scheme 

Under  this  scheme  general  practitioners  vvho  have  been  approved  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  with  certain 
equipment  and  are  paid  for  the  treatment  of  patients  in  accordance  vdth 
the  scale  laid  dov/n.  This  scheme  is  intended  chiefly  to  provide  treat- 
ment facilities  for  persons  livung  in  areas  not  easily  accessible  to  one 
of  the  County  Treatment  Centres.  Twenty-one  doctors  have  so  far  been 
approved  to  work  under  this  scheme. 

Regulation  33 (k) 

The  above  Re.gulaticn  provides  for  the  compulsory  treatment  cf  vener- 
eal diseases  in  certain  circumstances.  The  Regulation  imposes  duties 
upon  Medical  Officers  of  Hoalih  and  Special  Practitionera.  Special  Prac- 
titioners are  defined  in  the  Regulation  as  follows; - 

(a)  a registered  medical  practitioner  who  is  qualified  mder  the 
Local  Gove  mine  nt  (Qualification  of  Medical  Officers  and  Health 
Visitors)  Regulation  1930,  to  be  a venereal  diseases  officer,  or 
who  is  or  has  been  a venereal  diseases  officer  by  virtue  of  a 
dispensation  given  by  the  Minister; 

(b)  a Medical  Officer  of  the  Royal  Navy,  the  Army  or  the  Royal  Air 
Force  or  of  the  Dominions  or  of  the  '»7omen's  Forces  employed  for 
the  time  being  as  a specialist  in  venereal  diseases; 

(c)  any  other  registered  medical  practitioner  designated  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  for  the  purposes  of  the  Regulation. 

A practitioner  wishing  to  be  approved  under  (o)  has  to  apply  to  the 
County  or  County  Borough  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  vyill  forward  the 
application  with  his  recommendation  to  the  Minister  of  Health. 

During  the  year  8l  contacts  were  notified  on  Foim  1 , but  only  in  5 
instances  was  a second  notification  received  in  respect  of  the  same  con- 
tact, These  5 contacts  \-3ere  instructed  to  attend  for  examination  and  all 
conrolied,  T/hcre  only  one  notification  is  received  it  is  not  possible  to 
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take  legal  action  to  force  a contact  to  attend  for  examination,  but  every 
effort  is  made  to  get  the  conte,ct  to  attend  voluntarily. 


RIVERS  POLLUTION  PREVENTION 

Inspection  of  Rivers  in  connection  \7ith  Pollution  were  greatly  cur- 
tailed during  the  year,  partly  due  to  travel  restrictions  and  partly  to 
the  increase  in  other  v/ork.  Observations,  v/hon  possible,  vrcro  made  of 
the  Rivers  Culm,  Erne,  Dart  and  Torridge,  and  samples  taken  as  indicated. 
Pollution  of  the  River  Culm  in  its  lov/cr  reaches  continues  to  be  marked 
and  the  River  Ermc  has  also  sho\'vn  some  evidence  of  pollution  on  occasions. 

Difficulties  have  been  encountered  in  obtaining  curtaiUment  of  leol- 
lution  of  streams,  used  as  v;ater  courses  for  cattle,  from  certain  military 
establishments.  In  all  cases  fullest  representation  has  been  made  to  the 
Authorities  concerned  to  abate  the  pollution. 


COUl'TTY  SmTARY  INSPECTORS 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  inspections  carried  out  during  the 
year:  - 


HOUSING-  (RURAL  NORKSRS)  ACTS 

Inspections  and  re -inspect ions  ...  ... 

Number  of  water  saimples  submitted  ...  ...  *. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION  AND  TLYEER  SUPPLIES 

Visits  of  inspection  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  to  investigate  complaints  ...  ... 

Samples  of  river  water  ...  ...  ... 

Water  samples  (Bacteriological  and  Chem.ical)  , . 

Surveys  of  water  supplies  and  sewage  disposal  schemes 


13 

9 


93 

8 

20 

34 

114 


lEELK  im  Di’SnrES  acts  iJID  ORDERS 


Accredited  Herds  - Inspection  of  premises  of  new  applicants  150 

Re -inspect ions  of  approved  producers  28 1 
Inspections  for  bottling  licences  ... 

Tuberculin  Tested  Herds  - Inspection  of  premises  of  ^^2 

new  applicants 

Re-inspection  of  approved  producers...  122 
Inspections  for  bottling  licences  ...  2 

llillc  in  Schools  Scheme  - Inspection  of  premises  ...  41 

Milk  supplies  to  Council’s  Institutions  - Inspection 

of  premises  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Visits  to  'Ordinary'  herds  for  Mastitis  cc  Undulant  Fever 
Samples  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

MILK  DEPOTS  d PACT  CRIES 

Visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  chums  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  15 

No,  of  bottles  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  4 

No,  of  Paste\irised  milk  samples  ...  ...  ...  3 

GENERi'iL 

Visits  to  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Consultations  v/ith  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  etc.  ...  175 

Investigation  of  other  complaints  ...  ...  ... 


MELK 

POOD  Id®  DRUGS  /iCT,  1938,  IvULK  AND  D^YERIES  ORDER,  1926, 

MILK  (special  desic2i;jTions)  orders,  1936  <x  1938 

The  folloviTing  is  a summary  of  the  v/ork  in  connection  with  the  super- 
vision of  milk  supplies:- 


During  tiie  year  ended  31st  December  1 944»  11  »084  Veterinary  Inspect- 
ions were  carried  out  and  the  follovri.ng  table  shows  the  number  of  animals 
examined  and  the  nui-riber  found  to  have  indurated  udders  or  to  be  giving 
milk  lanfit  for  human  consumption  for  reasons  other  than  tuberculosis;  - 


Number 

Designation 

T.T. 

Accrd. 

Ordinary 

Examined 

137,823 

10,979 

37,279 

89,565 

With  indurated  udders 

211 

8 

1 14 

89 

Milk  unfit  for  human 
consumption 

579 

35 

225 

319 

Exaraination  of  the  milk  from  abnormal  udders  has  shown  that  20  out 
of  the  total  number  of  animals  examined  v/ere  giving  tuberculous  milk. 
The  cows  giving  tuberculous  milk  have  been  slaughtered  under  the  Tuber- 
culosis Orders,  while  steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent  the  milk  from 
other  cows,  returned  as  unfit,  from  reaching  the  public. 


Milk 

(Special  Designations) 
Orders 

1936  & 1938 

New 

Applica- 

tions 

APPROVED 

Number 
in  force 

AT  END 

of  year 

No.  Of 
Samples 
Submitted 

No.  OF 
Samples 
Failed 

Percent- 

age 

Accredited  Licences 

51 

795 

901 

313  ♦ 

34.76 

Tuberculin  Tested 

44 

174 

730 

156  * 

21.37 

* Includes  repeat  samples 


The  majority  of  milk  samples  are  siibmitted  by  the  Local  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  the  County,  the  remainder  being  taken  by  the  County  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  Dairy  Instructresses. 


SUMHIABY  OP  Cil'ICELLED,  SUSEEKDED  OR  TRAMSEEREED  LIGENGES 

Cancelled  by  Committee  ...  ...  ... 

Suspended  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Y/’ithdravi/n  (Producer  deceased)  ...  ...  1 

'»  ( '»  left  farm)  ...  ...  22 

Transferred  from  Accredited  to  T.T.  ...  ... 

" ” T.T.  to  Accredited  ...  ...  2 

Licences  transferred  to  other  naerabers  of  family  etc.  8 


T.T. 


1 

33 

2 


MILK  IN  SCHOOLS  SCSiEl#) 

During  the  year  the  herds  of  producers  supplying  milk  under  this 
scheme  have  been  examined  quarterly,  and  samples  of  milk  submitted  fron 
any  suspicious  cows. 

1A5  bulk  samples  of  milk  from  these  producers  have  been  taken  by  the 
Local  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  cleanliness,  and  of  these  1^2  (28,96Jj)  have 
failed  to  reach  the  required  standard  - this  number  includes  repeat 
samples. 


Report  by  County  Veterinaiy  Officer  on;- 

DEVON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  SCHEME  FOR  THE  CONTROL  OP 
MASTITIS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES  IN  DAIRY  HERDS 

I submit  herewith  ny  report  on  the  working  of  the  above  Scheme  for 
the  year  1st  August,  l9Vf>  to  3lst  July,  1945. 

As  in  the  previous  year  the  work  was  concemed  principally  with  the 
control  of  mastitis.  The  incidence  of  this  disease  remains  high  in  the 
dairy  herds  in  this  county,  and  there  is  as  a consequence  considerable 
depreciation  of  stock,  reduced  productivity  and  wastage  of  the  fluid  milk 
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supply.  To  v/hat  extent  rejection  of  milk  under  the  National  Milk  Test- 
ing Scheme  is  attributable  to  this  disease  is  difficult  to  say  but  there 
is  some  evidence  to  show  that  where  cows  are  affected  with  mastitis  the 
keeping  quality  of  the  milk  is  adversely  affected.  The  organisms  res- 
ponsible for  mastitis  can,  moreerver,  give  rise  to  infection  in  human  be- 
ings consuming  such  infected  milk.  Y/hile  one  realises  that  the  number 
of  such  cases  may  be  few,  the  fact  must  always  be  borne  in  mind.  From 
both  Economic  and  Public  Health  points  of  view,  therefore,  the  control 
of  Mastitis  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  important  problems  to  be  dealt 
with.  That  much  has  been  done  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  the  disease 
in  the  county  there  is  no  doubt, and  the  results  received  to  date  on  some 
farms  participating  in  the  Scheme  since  its  inception  are  certainly  en- 
couraging. These  results  do  shovir  that  mastitis  can  be  eradicated  from 
herds  in  which  the  incidence  has  been  hi^  and  also  that  ixj-infoction  can 
be  prevented. 

Mastitis  is  undoubtedly  the  most  serious  infectious  disease  affect- 
ing dairy  herds  at  the  present  time  and  is  probably  responsible  for  more 
loss  than  any  other  one  condition.  The  control  of  ihds  disease  admitted- 
ly constitutes  a difficult  problem  and  demands  the  fullest  co-operation 
of  all  those  concerned  v/-ith  milk  production.  The  efforts  of  the  Veter- 
inary Surgeons  in  diagnosis  and  treatment  vd-U  not  avail  if  the  farmer 
himself  is  not  conscioxis  of  the  nature  of  this  infection,  of  its  mode  of 
spread,  and  of  the  causes  vdiich  predispose  to  such  infection.  The  ad- 
vice and  instruction  given  by  County  Dairy  Instructresses  and  others  in 
the  production  of  clean  milk  is  invaluable  in  the  above  connection. 

It  should  be  emphasized  here  that  the  early  diagnosis  of  mastitis 
infection  and  of  the  type  of  infection  present  is  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance if  treatment  is  to  be  fully  effective.  Once  the  disease  has  became 
clinically  manifest  there  is  considerable  damage  done  to  the  secretory 
tissues  of  the  gland  and  oven  although  treatment  results  in  removal  of 
the  causal  organisms,  the  productivity  of  the  gland  is  irreparably  im- 
paired, induration  of  the  udder  frequently  results  and  the  animal  con- 
cerned may  depreciate  considerably  in  value.  By  frequent  clinical  exam- 
inations of  herds  and  by  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  samples, 
early  or  latent  infection  can  be  diagnosed,  the  type  of  infection  deter- 
mined, and  appropriate  treatment  carried  out  by  the  ovmer’s  Veterinary 
Surgeon.  This  is  the  main  object  of  the  above  Scheme,  and  the  informa- 
tion already  received  indicates  that  it  has  served  a very  useful  purpose. 

Aniinal  management  is  of  primary  Inportance  in  the  control  of  masti- 
tis and  this  point  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized.  Bad  milking  meth- 
ods, whether  by  hand  or  machine,  can,  and  do  often  lead  to  cases  of  mas- 
titis developing  in  dairy  cov/s.  Conversely,  efficient  milking  can  do 
much  to  prevent  the  onset  of  infection  of  the  udder.  In  this  latter 
connection  it  has  recently  been  shovai  that  quick  milking  is  more  effect- 
ive in  removing  the  milk  than  when  the  milking  process  is  xjnnecessarily 
prolonged.  Massaging  the  udder  with  a warm  cloth  immediately  prior  to 
milking  has  the  effect  of  causing  a substance  known  as  ’’prolactin**  to 
enter  the  blood  stream  from  a gland  in  the  body  and  this  induces  the  cow 
to  let  down  her  milk. 

Overstocking  of  covra  is  an  important  contributory  cause  of  mastitis 
and  one  v/hich  unfortunately  is  still  prevalent  in  the  county.  It  is 
probably  one  of  the  chief  predisposing  causes.  Milking  three  times  per 
day  is  bettor  than  twice  daily  in  high  yieliimg  cows  at  the  peak  of  their 
lactation.  The  udder  has  a limited  capacity,  and  in  a hi^  yielding  cow 
the  amount  of  milk  secreted  in  a given  time  may  be  greater  than  the  cap- 
acity of  the  gland.  This  results  in  pressure  being  set  up  in  the  ducts 
and  in  the  region  of  the  secretory  colls.  It  retards  car  inhibits  further 
secretion  and  may  even  cause  direct  injiaiy.  The  complete  emptying  of 
the  udder  at  milking  and  careful  drying  off  of  covers  are  other  points  re- 
quiring attention. 

In  addition  to  the  duties  concerned  with  the  control  of  mastitis, 
advice  and  guidance  was  given  on  other  matters  such  as  improvement  of 
livestock,  herd  management,  attention  to  construction  of  farm  buildings, 
animal  nutrition  and  the  control  of  certain  other  diseases.  Such  ad- 
vice is  greatly  appreciated  by  farmers,  as  the  nimierous  coramunicatiens 
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received  from  them  indicate.  The  great  increase  in  enquiries  for  ad- 
vice on  all  these  proolems  is  evidence  that  this  Service  is  appreciated 
and  is  oeing  fully  utilised.  Certainly  the  educational  value  alone  of 
a service  such  as  this  is  considerable  and  of  the  greatest  importance. 

Much  attention  has  also  Taeon  given  to  the  establishment  of  Tubercu- 
lin Tested  herds  in  the  county.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  such 
herds  is  very  substantial  and  the  interest  shovm  by  famers  is  very 
encouraging.  wTien  one  considers  that  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in 
the  county  of  Devon  is  only  about  as  compared  vd.th  over  in  the 
country  as  a v^’hnle , the  importance  of  stimulating  greater  interest  in  the 
eradication  of  tuberculosis  in  these  herds  is  obvious. 

Unsatisfactory  farm  buildings  and  fbulty  or  inadequate  water  supplies 
are  factors  which  arc  preventing  many  fanmers  from  setting  up  Tuberculin 
Tested  herds  in  certain  parts  of  the  county.  Where  buildings  are  un- 
suitable and  where  reconstruction  or  alteration  is  impracticable  the  in- 
troduction of  milking  parloinrs  seems  to  be  the  only  solution,  and  a num- 
ber of  farmers  have  adopted  this  method. 

During  the  year  visits  were  paid  to  239  farms  in  order  to  give  ad- 
vice and  to  investigate  problems  affecting  milk  production.  A total  of 
3 ,21 6 cov/s  v/ere  clinically  examined  and  milk  san^los  were  taken  from  428 
of  these  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  examinations.  In  addition  to 
these  milk  samples,  further  samples  aiaounting  to  1 ,624  wore  submitted  by 
County  Dairy  Instructresses,  Veterinary  Surgeons,  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
ililk  Recording  Officers,  Farmers  and  others,  for  bacteriological  examin- 
ation. These  exajuinations  wore  made  for  the  causal  organisms  of  Masti- 
tis, Bacillus  tuberculosis,  Brucella  abortias.  Bacillus  coli,  etc. 

The  clinical  examinations  revealed  that  5. 2,0  of  all  cows  examined 
were  affected  with  mastitis  in  an  advanced  degree,  while  another  6.8^, 
shovrad  definite  evidence  of  induration  of  the  udder  probably  associated 
with  a previous  infection.  The  bacteriological  examination  of  milk 
sajnples  showed  that  12.8^o  were  infected  vd.th  the  causal  organisms  of  mas- 
titis as  follows;-  8.8^  with  streptococci,  2.6^  with  staphylococci,  and 
the  remainder  coliform  or  diphtheroid  organisms. 

V/horc  the  results  of  treatment  were  followed  up  it  appeared  that  in 
a fairly  largo  number  of  cases  treatment  had  not  been  fully  effective. 
It  would  seem  that  in  so  far  as  streptococcal  mastitis  is  ccncerned,  re- 
sistant strains  of  organisms  are  becoming  more  prevalent  and.  that  those 
may  yet  constitute  a difficult  problem.  That  sulphanilaraide  treatment, 
if  properly  carried  out,  is  effective  in  a very  high  proportion  of  cases 
of  streptococcal  mastitis  there  is  no  doubt,  but  it  v/ould  seem  that  such 
treatment  should  be  carried  out  as  early  as  possible,  and  that  the  maxi- 
mum safe  doses  be  given  during  the  course  of  treatment.  This  is  a drug 
that  must  be  used  intelligently  and  with  care,  and  it  should  be  emphasized 
that  the  ovwier’s  Veterinary  Surgeon  is  the  only  person  competent  to  ad- 
vise on  and  direct  the  use  of  the  drug. 

It  would  seem  that  certain  proprietory  preparations  are  now  on  the 
market  which  perhaps  contamn  this  drug  and  which  may  in  certain  cases  be 
contra  indicated.  The  indiscriminate  use  of  such  drugs  is  to  be  regard- 
ed very  \infavourably.  Education  of  farmers  on  those  matters  by  means  of 
talks,  leaflets,  etc.  can  only  do  good. 

During  the  year  the  appointment  of  Captain  N.M. Black,  M.R.C.V.  S.  as 
Assistant  Veterinary  Officer  was  made  and  this  has  done  much  to  simplify 
the  v/ork  involved  in  the  clinical  examination  cf  herds  and  in  the  bacter- 
iological technique  concerned. 

The  appointment  of  a shorthand  typist  technician  has  also  been  made. 
This  is  a very  important  part  of  the  work  and  the  appointment  has  greatly 
increased  the  efficiency  of  the  laboratoiy  side  of  the  service. 

I should  like  to  talc  this  opportimity  of  expressing  ray  appreciation 
of  the  help  and  advice  so  freely  given  by  those  concerned  with  the  diff- 
erent aspects  of  this  work.  The  facilities  provided  by  the  Sealc-Hayno 
Agricultural  College  are  most  satisfactory  and  every  assistance  has  been 
given  by  the  Governors  and  Principal  of  the  College  towards  making  the 
Scheme  function  efficiently. 


17 


The  Staff  of  the  Coimty  Medical  Department  have,  as  in  previous 
years,  been  most  helpful.  I should  like  also  to  say  how  much  I value 
the  advice  and  guidance  given  at  all  times  by  the  Superintending  and 
Divisional  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and 
■ their  staff.  Their  interest  in  this  wovk  and  their  helpful  considera- 
tion has  done  much  to  simplify  the  working  of  the  Scheme.  Such  co-op- 
eration is  calculated  to  produce  the  best  results  in  the  interests  of 
animal  health  and  production. 

Finally,  it  is  a pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  great  help  given  in 
every  way  by  the  Public  Health  ComimLttee. 


FOOD  Mm  DRUGS  ACT  1938;  OTHER  PROVISIONS 

All  functions  relating  to  the  sale  of  Pood  and  Drugs  are  discharged 
by  the  Police.  There  are  no  special  County  Inspectors.  Samples  are 
taken  regularly  by  the  Police  Officers  and  submitted  to  the  public  Ana- 
lyst, Mr.  T.  Tickle,  for  analysis.  The  latter  submits  a report  to  the 
piiblic  Health  Committee  at  the  end  of  each  quarter. 

The  follov/ing  gives  details  of  the  speciraeno  submitted  to  the 
County  Analyst  dioring  the  year:  - 


Article 

Number  of 
Samples 

Number 

Adultera-’ 

OF 

"IONS 

Number  of 
Prosecutions 

Amount  of 
Fines  & Costs 

1943 

1944 

1943 

1944 

1943 

1944 

1944 

Baking  powder 

14 

12 

j Ale,  Whisky  ^ Beer 

38 

49 

2 

2 

- 

j Bread 

6 

2 

Butter 

40 

43 

i Cheese 

6 

1 1 

— 

- 

i Cocoa 

17 

13 

- 

I Coffee 

12 

39 

• 

I Flour 

32 

31 

• 

- 

Gin 

24 

1 

1 

£5  0 0 

Ground  Ginger 

4 

* 

- 

I Lard 

22 

32 

- 

- 

- 

, Margarine 

28 

37 

- 

- 

- 

I i.iiLK,  New 

602 

539 

55 

62 

31 

35 

£209  11  10 

I Mustard  Condiment 

1 1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

! Oatmeal 

5 

5 

- 

j Pepper 

27 

32 

- 

- 

I Rice 

15 

23 

- 

- 

j Sweets 

7 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I Sugar 

14 

17 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Semolina 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I TEA 

6 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

j Vinegar 

26 

39 

- 

6 

. 

3 

18  6 

i Miscellaneous 

1 

42 

26 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

f - ^ ^ ■ 

1 TOTALS 

1 

970 

984 

57 

69 

33 

39 

£215  10  4 

18 
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